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Activity/Issues Previous Progress Update Current Update Staff
• Forest and Bird have increased their 

rodent lines by 5 stations each (total 15 
extra).  They are filling stations once a 
month as numbers have reduced.

• Weed control has been completed for the 
spring months.  Targeting, thistles, gorse, 
pampas, bidi-bidi, stringing nettle and 
bone seed.

• Fire services have had a couple of 
training exercises.  Mauao is starting to 
dry out.

• Visitor numbers are starting to increase

period.  This is great national exposure for 
the Tauranga and Mount Maunganui area.

• 49 Petrels were banded this year.  This is 
a 70% increase on the best year the 
monitoring group have ever had.  Hopefully 
this is due to the efforts of the Forest and 
Bird volunteers feeding the rat bait 
stations.

• Good visitor numbers this summer with 
127534 people walking the base track in 
January

June 2009
• Visitors, Base track - April 09- 74870  May 

09- 63964.  Summit - April 09- 14386  May 
09- 12478.  

• Summit upgrade, The project on the 
summit has gone very well.  Unusual to 
have such large machinery on Mauao, so I 
was please to see them leave.  95% of the 
feedback has been positive.  The 
temporary fences which are protecting the 
grass will be up till the spring when the 
couch grass starts to grow. 

• Mauao Care Group,  The first planting 
happened early May with 35 volunteers 
turning up and planted 300 native plants.  
The 2nd working bee in early June.  Weed 
control will be the main focus from now on.

• Mauao Trustee’s site visit,  Trustee’s have 
visited Mauao.  They identified an area 
which they wish to have some additional 
plants put in.
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• Planting, has been completed. 5000 native 

plants went in.
• Pest control, Targeted pindone poisoning 

and night shoots are continuing, with 
numbers being quite low at the moment.  
There was a report of a stoat on Mauao 
summit.  In the last check of the mustalid 
traps on the petrel line there was a stoat.  
Hopefully this is the only one.

• Forest and Bird volunteers are being kept 
busy as there has been an increase in 
rodent bait take.

• Base track work, has started again with the 
main area to be worked on being the 
concrete slope.  This is the hardest area 
for wheelchair users to get passed.

• Lamb incident, The 3 lads accused of 
killing the sheep have denied it.  The 
matter is in the police hands.

July 2009 

Historic Places Trust – Waahi Tapu 
Registration
A Tangata Whenua application to HPT to 
register the Mauao Historic Reserve as ‘Waahi 
Tapu’ was supported by
Council with the following conditions.
1. No part of Mauao to be able to be sold or 

disposed of to other interests; and
2. Mauao to remain as reserve with open 

access for all at all times; and
3. No commercial activities to take place on 
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Mauao. They are very cost effective 
way of reverting weed areas back into 
native vegetation.  The area they have 
been working on has had 60+ 
Pohutukawa and 400 re-veg plants 
planted. All completed by volunteers.

• The pin done poisoning program went 
well with a good reduction of rabbits.  
There will be regular night shoots to 
keep the numbers down.

• Forest and Bird have provided 
volunteers to fill bait stations for 
rodents.  I provided them with 30 traps 
and the bait.  Excellent results so far.

• Mauao care group is working well. 
7000 re-veg plants were planted this 
year into existing re-veg areas.

• Preparations for the summit upgrade 
are under way. Working from the 
Mauao Conservation Plan.

• Preparations for the Base track 
upgrade are under way.
Visitor number for 07/08 Base track 
912736.  Summit 176098.

• Summit upgrade, The project on the 
summit has gone very well.  Unusual to 
have such large machinery on Mauao, so I 
was please to see them leave.  95% of the 
feedback has been positive.  The 
temporary fences which are protecting the 
grass will be up till the spring when the 
couch grass starts to grow. 

• Mauao Care Group,  The first planting 
happened early May with 35 volunteers 
turning up and planted 300 native plants.  
The 2nd working bee in early June.  Weed 
control will be the main focus from now on.

• Mauao Trustee’s site visit,  Trustee’s have 
visited Mauao.  They identified an area 
which they wish to have some additional 
plants put in.

• Planting, has been completed. 5000 native 
plants went in.

• Pest control, Targeted pindone poisoning 
and night shoots are continuing, with 
numbers being quite low at the moment.  
There was a report of a stoat on Mauao 
summit.  In the last check of the mustalid 
traps on the petrel line there was a stoat.  
Hopefully this is the only one.

• Forest and Bird volunteers are being kept 
busy as there has been an increase in 
rodent bait take.

• Base track work, has started again with the 
main area to be worked on being the 
concrete slope.  This is the hardest area 
for wheelchair users to get passed.
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was please to see them leave.  95% of the 
feedback has been positive.  The 
temporary fences which are protecting the 
grass will be up till the spring when the 
couch grass starts to grow. 

• Mauao Care Group,  The first planting 
happened early May with 35 volunteers 
turning up and planted 300 native plants.  
The 2nd working bee in early June.  Weed 
control will be the main focus from now on.

• Mauao Trustee’s site visit,  Trustee’s have 
visited Mauao.  They identified an area 
which they wish to have some additional 
plants put in.

• Planting, has been completed. 5000 native 
plants went in.

• Pest control, Targeted pindone poisoning 
and night shoots are continuing, with 
numbers being quite low at the moment.  
There was a report of a stoat on Mauao 
summit.  In the last check of the mustalid 
traps on the petrel line there was a stoat.  
Hopefully this is the only one.

• Forest and Bird volunteers are being kept 
busy as there has been an increase in 
rodent bait take.

• Base track work, has started again with the 
main area to be worked on being the 
concrete slope.  This is the hardest area 
for wheelchair users to get passed.

• Lamb incident, The 3 lads accused of 
killing the sheep have denied it.  The 
matter is in the police hands.










