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Recent Success
6. Approximately 6 thousand native plants have been planted on Mauao this year.

This included contractors, volunteer days with schools from PIPS, and a volunteer team 
from WSP Ltd.

All plants planted this year have received rabbit guards placed around them to reduce 
any possible browsing.

7. The Mauao exotic tree removal was successful and saw 18 large exotic trees removed 
from sensitive archaeological features. The methodology used proved to be the gold 
standard, and no damage was done to the archaeological terraces during the removal. 

The heavy lift Blackhawk helicopter completed a total of 171 lifts with a total combined 
weight of 286 tonne of material removed from the maunga.  

Please see appendix for some images of the operation.

8. Ongoing rabbit control and burrow fumigation is continuing to be successful.
9. A spring/Puna opened on the southern face of Mauao during heavy rains but has now 

reduced to minimum flow.
10. Pest animal monitoring showed a bounce back of rats and mice since the Pulse at the 

start of the year. Rat presence is now 6.7%, up from 0%. Mice presence is now 51.7%, 
up from 3.3%. Insect presence is now 20%, down from 23.3%.
Although disheartening, this is a common function in control scenarios and a trend that 
can be learnt from.
Methods will now look to utilise pulses of pesticide every three months to create a 
knock down effect for mice.

11. Two successful Matariki ceremonies took place on Mauao in June. Both of these 
events saw approximately 30 Kuia and Kaumatua driven to Te Tihi O Mauao.

12. The Korowai planting document has been finalised.
13. The archaeological research strategy has been finalised.
14. Sign boards depicting the upcoming signage and interpretation have been designed 

and are ready to be put up. Waiting to align with comms plan.

Planned work for the upcoming period
15. Finish off this year’s plantings, this will include more volunteer days. Bringing the total 

planted plants on Mauao to approximately 7,500.
16. Undertake quarterly pest animal monitoring.
17. Refine the pest animal pulsing strategy.
18. Transplant three varieties of harakeke to Waipatukakahu in conjunction with Jack 

Thatcher.



19. Address water erosion issue below the stone steps. 

Ongoing maintenance

1. Ongoing maintenance continues on the following aspects of the reserve:

• pest plant and animal control;

• stock and pasture management;

• walkway maintenance;

• sign and structure maintenance;

• Motu Kauri track maintenance; and
geotechnical rock stability monitoring and scaling to maintain visitor safety.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Mauao Track Counter Data April 2022 to July 2022 - A13670029  
2. Mauao Exotic Tree Removal Photos - A13670052   


