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• Safety for rock climbers and visitors to Mauao had been a fundamental concern for the Mauao 
Board and the Trust when deliberating on Sport Rock Climbing.

In response to questions
• It was confirmed that holes had to be drilled on the rockface of Mauao to support bolts and 

gear of rock climbers. 
• A Tauranga City Council communications brief would be sent out to stakeholders based on the 

decision the Board makes regarding the recommendations of the report. 

Discussion points raised
• It was confirmed that the Mauao Trust did not support rock climbing and therefore did not 

support the drilling of holes.
• The Trust was opposed to any form of desecration of the Maunga such as drilling holes and 

consequently Sport Rock Climbing could not be approved. 
• There was no clear guidance or information provided on whose responsibility it was for 

controlling, maintaining and risk-managing the climbing routes.
• Sport Rock Climbing clubs seemed to be ad hoc managing themselves and a national body 

which governed and moderated the sport did not exist. 
• The Trust had requested that the Sport Rock Climbing clubs do not climb the Maunga while 

deliberations on Sport Rock Climbing was taking place however there were a number of 
instances when this request was ignored. 

• The Sport Rock Climbing clubs had not satisfied the Mauao Trust’s requirements for safety 
plans and risk management controls because according to them each climber was responsible 
for their own safety. 

• In all the submissions received, there had not been a single mention or acknowledgment of the 
spiritual element of Mauao or the importance of the Maunga to Māori and subsequently 
justifications for drilling holes.  

• If a proposal was submitted without the inclusion of drilling of holes, the Mauao Trust would 
consider it, but the safety, maintenance and risk control plans had to be infallible.

• The Maunga already had a plethora of recreational activities that was permitted and to approve 
another activity without proper failsafe systems would not be advisable or prudent. 

• Tauranga had one of the best indoor rock-climbing facilities in New Zealand and rock climbers 
should take advantage of this.  

• It was counter-argued that drilling potentially five holes into the Maunga could be justified given 
the approved invasive work that was already being carried out such as signage installations, 
potential AED posts, the soil nails, remedial works, and so forth. 

• To ban Sport Rock Climbing would mean that illegal rock-climbing could potentially take place 
and it was preferable that the activity was done in a controlled manner. 

• Whose liability was it going to be if death or injury occurs and bystanders would have to 
become first responders; to put them through that trauma or experience was not acceptable.  

• Conversations had to occur at a deeper level between all stakeholders on the two issues that 
needed to be addressed (drilling of holes and the rock-climbing sport). 

• The rocks, ecology, flora and fauna of the Maunga were all interconnected spiritually and had 
their own mauri life force so drilling holes for sport was considered inappropriate. 

• It was put that if the owners of the Maunga had stated that they did not support drilling, then 
any other argument would be untenable from a socio-political perspective. 

• It was accepted that the activity of rock-climbing was done on Mauao in the past, but it was not 
an activity that had been approved by, or had support of, the Tangata Whenua or the Mauao 
Trust. 

• The Maunga had approximately 200 or more holes in it as it was, and to add five more could 
lead to ten, twenty, etc. in the future so where and when would it stop. 

• A greenstone was returned from Australia to Tauranga City Council’s Heritage Collection; the 
owner’s grandfather found it by scaling the Maunga and discovering it in a burial cave. 

• Others could stumble upon more archaeological finds and desecrate or steal from it. 






