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Reserves Act 1977
• Reserves Act is the primary piece of legislation that 

governs the administration of public reserves
• Sets out the powers and duties of local 

authorities as administrating bodies of reserves
• Section 41 requires administering bodies to 

prepare reserve management plans for all 
reserves under their control



What is a Reserve Management Plan? 
• Purpose of a management plan is to ensure “the use, 

enjoyment, maintenance, protection and 
preservation” of reserves

• Provides specific information about the function and 
management of the reserve

• Allows Council to set in place policies for the day to 
day management of reserves

• Generally Reserve Management Plans should be 
reviewed at least every ten years – does not require 
a complete rewrite 



Reserve Management Plan 
Guidelines 2011

• Established a set of guidelines that provide 
specific direction when preparing reserve 
management plans

• Ensure a consistent approach to reserve 
management planning across the open space 
network moving forward

• Management focus as opposed to 
development focus



Mauao Reserve Management Plan 

• Mauao currently sits in the Mount Maunganui 
Reserves Management Plan

• Intention is to prepare a separate individual 
Reserve Management Plan for Mauao

• Management Plan needs to comply with the 
principles set out in section 18 relating to 
Historic Reserves

• Review currently due to commence mid 2012



Questions


