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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

  
Mauao is a steep-sided rhyolitic lava dome rising 232 m above sea level at the main entrance 
to Tauranga Harbour.  It was inhabited for centuries by tangata whenua, who have 
particularly close links with Mauao and attach a very high priority to ongoing involvement in 
management.  

Visible surface archaeological features cover most of the summit and the southern slopes of 
Mauao.  Mauao is gazetted as a Historic Reserve, administered and managed by Tauranga City 
Council.  The reserve should be managed and conserved in a manner consistent with the cultural 
and spiritual values of tangata whenua.  The archaeological landscape and associated cultural 
values of the reserve are of particular importance and are the reasons for the classification of 
the area as historic reserve.  The archaeological sites within the reserve are a non-renewable 
resource, and they cannot be rebuilt or repaired if damaged or lost.  The uses approved for 
historic reserve, under the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977, are passive recreation and 
education visits.   

Mauao comprises a unique volcanic landform in close proximity to the coast and is a 
regionally significant landscape feature.  Although heavily modified by human activity and 
related fires, Mauao also retains significant ecological values.  These include an important 
remnant of coastal forest and mainland populations of oi (grey-faced petrel) and karora (blue 
penguin).  In the current management plan it is stated that tangata whenua aspirations are "To 
restore the mana of Mauao by replanting trees and plants naturally occurring in coastal forest, 
rejuvenate the diversity of birdlife, and generally beautify Mauao."  There is considerable 
scope for ongoing active ecological restoration of Mauao.  It has many similarities to some 
Bay of Plenty islands (c.f. Moutohora - Whale Island) and it offers substantial opportunities 
for ecological restoration and nature conservation, in conjunction with ongoing high levels of 
public usage.  The reserve is utilised by large numbers of visitors (estimated at c.250,000/ 
year), who traverse the base circuit track or climb to the summit.  As such it is also a 
regionally important recreational asset and complements other local and regional reserves 
such as the new regional park in the Papamoa Hills.  

This plan prescribes maintenance and remedial works to assist in the conservation of the 
archaeological landscape in the Mauao Historic Reserve. The purpose is to care for the 
archaeological features so that their meaning and importance is conserved and able to be 
appreciated and interpreted by present and future generations, and to ensure that the reserve is 
managed and conserved in a manner consistent with the principles of the ICOMOS New 
Zealand Charter.  It also sets out the management required to protect and enhance the 
significant ecological values currently and potentially present on Mauao.  It is critical that the 
management of cultural heritage, ecological restoration, recreation, and other activities are 
addressed in an integrated manner.  Tauranga City Council has established an advisory 
committee to oversee the management of Mauao and this includes representatives of the 
community, Councillors, tangata whenua, and the Crown.  Tangata whenua in particular are 
active participants in management of the reserve and there is a need for ongoing dialogue and 
consultation as this plan is implemented. 
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