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few persons on the tracks. The majority of the rock likely to fall from these loose

surfaces is in the smaller size range (say <150mm).

There has been no wide area loose rock scaling carried out since the initial, 2003

operation and that some slope areas now have significant quantities of loose surface

rock.

The rockfall hazard probably continues to be highest in the northern areas where rock

climbers exiting from the top of routes will walk over unstable slopes from which any
disturbed rock freefalls onto the Oruahine with no warning. This hazard is exacerbated

by the fact that peak climbing activity will coincide with track walking (ie; at weekends

during fair weather).

Photographs:

Each monitoring report will present a very small selection of photographs to illustrate

the ongoing processes and any new developments (a full photographic record is

stored in our files).

Photograph 1; Minor shallow slipping continues (slip 34)
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Photograph 2 (a,b,c); Surface boulder above slip 34 shows signs of impact and has

decaying grass underneath.

Photograph 3 (a & b); 18 months after moving 10m this boulder is well embedded

again.
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Photograph 4 (a & b); Small rocks on the Oruahine track appear likely to have fallen

from above.

Photograph 5 (a & b); Ongoing scour on the camp bluff.
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Photograph 6; Vegetation re-establishing on the North Western slopes.

Recommendations:

Very much as per our previous reports:

Although the rockfall risks to individuals on single visits may be acceptable, a calculated fatality

retumn periods in the order of ten years may be unacceptable.

For a person regularly walking the Westem Oruahine track (under the rock climbing areas) the

rockfall risk may be unacceptably high.

The rockfall risk to individual campers appears likely to be acceptable (unless camping on the

boundary row for a month or more per year).

Some contributing factors to the current level of rockfall risk can possibly be mitigated relatively

easily:

« It is recommended that rockfall mitigation options be considered for the North West

Oruahine Track, the highest risk area. Measures could include access restriction, rock

scaling and possibly the consideration ofsmall catch fences.

e The hazard to the Campground is likely to be most cost effectively mitigated by

monitoring and controlled scaling at the rockfall source areas (if and when necessary)

although catch fences continue to be an option. The landslip hazard may present a

greater overall threat here (than rockfall).
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