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This slip in question occurred during the May 2005 floods and was triggered by intense 
rainfall and high flows in a spring directly downslope.  
 
It is fortunate that the near vertical face did not fail further in the preceding two years as 
the slope is overly steep for these materials; the upper metre or so appears to be fill and 
below this lies a chaotic colluvial mix, predominantly clayey but with sandy layers and 
buried topsoil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The adjacent natural slopes are not stable at such steep angles as this slip face. 
 
Tension cracks can be seen up to 500mm back from the crest. 
 
My first concern on seeing the new trench was that construction might have the potential 
to alter the local groundwater and that this might not be ideal, considering the adjacent 
marginally stable slope.  
 
The lower 700mm or so depth of trench is being back filled with pumice sand, which 
should provide excellent drainage down the trench, however, the colluvium contains 
interlayered clay and sand therefore the excavation still has the possibility of creating new 
flow paths. 




